
MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019, AT 6:00 P.M., 

 VILLAGE HALL – 24 WEST MAIN STREET 
  

MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order – President Hillebrand called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call by President Hillebrand - Trustees Present:  President Roger Hillebrand, Deb 

Kazmar, Jacob Myrland, Mike Parkin, Gary Salmela, Maxine Ward, and Gary Ziegler.  
Trustees Absent:  None. 

 
Staff Present:  Brian Wilson, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer; William Eichelkraut, Police 
Chief; and Teresa Pelton, Administrative Assistant.  
 
Visitors:  Kevin Lord, Bill Eichelkraut, Herb Blaser, Luane Blaser, Connie Urfer, Judy Bacha, 
Mary G. Gehin, Joan Root, Kim Goke, Ray Lamboley, Maihou Popp, Lindsay Koch, Zach 
Grinnell, Jeff Grinnell, Denny Meyer, Sr., Keith Beutel, Debi Buol, Barb Funseth, Tracy 
Funseth, Rodger Goke, Lisa Korth, Karianne Kundert, Cherrie Blaser, Sharon Garcia, Rick 
Francois, Adam Cartwright, Genna Schenk, Jim Schenk, Gary Best, Patti Best, Gene Cate,  
Lori Cate, Karen Meier, Mike Tretow, Jean Tretow, Paul Furseth, Denise Furseth, Larry 
Hayslet, Tim Stadelman, Chuck Talbot, Kevin Torkelson, Marilyn Ward, Dave Ward, Edward 
Flesch, Christina Shiroma, Matt Becker, Eric Warmuth, Dave Eustice, Carrie McClung, Will 
McClung, John Fahey, Jeff Sarbacker, Whitney Anderson, Terry Kringle, Michael Vedejo, 
Jon Cleveland, Gary Bartels, Sharon Manion, Justin Ganser, Sara Ganser, Ken Eggestein, 
Lee Stock, Emilyu Gehin Weber, Van Rear, Dave Ace, and others that may not have signed 
the sign in sheet. 

 
3. Appointment of Chairman of the Committee of the Whole. 

 
President Hillebrand read the ordinance providing for this meeting and the requirement to 
appoint a chairperson. 
 
Trustee Yurs made a motion to nominate Roger Hillebrand to the chairperson 
position.  Trustee Ward seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

4. Chairperson Hillebrand stated the meeting had been noticed as required by law. 
 
5. Visitors Who Would Like to Speak Now: 
 

Chairperson Hillebrand reviewed the rules that will be followed during the meeting for those 
wishing to speak on the agenda item.  The rules included but are not limited to coming to the 
microphone/podium so the comments are recorded; provide your opinion and comments 
only, there will be no question and answer this evening.  President Hillebrand then provided 
a review of the timeline for costs and projects completed from 2012 to 2018. 
 
Visitors were asked to sign in to speak.  Visitors were called to the podium to speak in order 
of the signup sheet. 
 
Herb Blaser:  He expressed he wants to know what’s going on, what the cost is going to be 
and then he may have more questions. 
 
Judy Bacha:  Removed her name from the list 
 
Connie Urfer:  She thanked the trustees for having the meeting.  She is concerned about 
the cost of the project.  She suggested doing something similar to Oregon.  She also 



suggested spending money to get Main St. businesses here.  People need to be here before 
putting in a fancy walkway. 
 
Tex Urfer:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Mary G Gehin:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Kim Goke:  She was speaking for her mom, who lives on Main St.  Her mom is concerned 
about the walkway going behind her property and believes that is not the best use of 
people’s back yards. 
 
Ray Lamboley:  The Riverwalk was anticipated to bring bikers from the trail to the village 
but not to Main St.  It would make more sense to stay on the north side of the lake and use 
the road to the Boy Scout Camp and exit on Frenchtown Rd. 
 
Denny Meyer:  He wondered where the walk was proposed and wondered if anyone had 
checked with the DNR prior to starting a project such as this.  He is also concerned about 
the hidden costs and whether or not they were factored in.  He also hopes this goes to a 
referendum, so everyone has a say not just a handful of people. 
 
Debi Buol on behalf of Beautify Downtown Belleville:  She read a statement expressing 
support for any initiatives to enhance downtown. 
 
Barb Funseth:  She is concerned about all the old projects Belleville has and that should be 
taken care of and then proceed with the new stuff.   
 
Gary Bartels:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Lisa Korth:    She stated many are in the dark.  She thought this was going to be an 
opportunity to hear what is planned and then ask questions.  She is concerned about the 
property on the trail, the oaks, the wildlife, etc.  She also asked who is going to maintain the 
trail.  Is it going to be lighted?  She suggested something needs to be done with the 
downtown area.  She mentioned there frequently is trash left behind from the bikers using 
the park areas in town and they make no purchases in the village.  She stated the village 
shouldn’t spend money on this project.  The village needs to bring people to the town.  The 
trustees should fix old problems and not bring new ones in.  She also agreed that this 
should be up to the taxpayers.  There should also be different proposals.   
 
Chairperson Hillebrand clarified a few points.  He stated there have not been any 
proposals or drawings at this time.  There was an option to have an engineer give a 
proposal but there was so much opposition they decided to wait and hear from the citizens.  
They are trying to get information on what the citizens want to be done.  The trustees are 
looking for ideas.  This is a great potential of ideas with the number of people attending this 
meeting. 
 
Cherrie Blaser:  She stated she lives on the river downtown and loves the view and loves it 
there.  She would hate to see construction taking away the beauty.  She is concerned about 
the construction also.  The other bike trails need work especially the railroad bridge, which is 
unsteady.  There are other things to take care of before doing this trail. 
 
Chairperson Hillebrand stated he would notify the DNR regarding the bridge as they are 
the ones in charge of repairs, etc. 
 
Marilyn Ward:  She stated much of what she was going to say has already been covered.  
She did say it was hard to present questions without knowing what’s planned.  She stated 
what we have now is not being taken care of.  Ms. Ward stated she picks up trash daily on 



her walks.  The Boy Scout Cap is in disrepair.  There are dead stumps in the oak trees 
planted on the island.  There is no beach on the lake, thus there is no place to swim.  There 
are dead carp by the berm.  She stated she is not in favor of the trail coming through their 
yard. 
 
Chairperson HIllebrand clarified the berm has special requirements for maintenance.  It 
cannot be plowed as it has a gravel base.  There is a yearly plan for maintenance, and they 
are working on keeping it going.  The rules for maintenance must be followed for the berm.  
People should not be attempting to “help.” 
 
Dave Ward:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Nancy Butts spoke on behalf of Borlands:  She likes their view.  They are not in favor of 
this trail.  She agrees with others that other stuff should be taken care of first.  She is 
concerned that they received a certified letter.  She asked if this goes forward and they have 
no say should they think about hiring an attorney to keep their property as they do not wish 
to lose any property.   
 
Chairperson Hillebrand clarified the certified letters were sent to make sure every property 
owner was notified and couldn’t say they didn’t know about this meeting. 
 
Rick Francois:  Thanked the board for having the meeting.  He realizes cost is a factor but 
he looks at things differently.  This would provide economic help for the village.  He provided 
examples of how a Riverwalk has helped other communities.  In one community, property 
values went up 8% because of a Riverwalk.  He also pointed out other projects this 
community has taken on that yielded some lengthy discussions and some dissention.  
However, when the projects were completed, people didn’t usually say that it was a bad 
idea.  He was referencing the pool, the lake restoration, etc. 
 
Gene Cate:  He thanked the trustees for sending the letters informing the property owners 
of the meeting.  He also mentioned that it would be important for a referendum.  As a 
business owner along the river, he is neutral.  He pointed out safety as a concern.  He 
resonated with others.  He wanted to make sure the plans were provided, and the 
community was informed.  He thanked the trustees for their hard work. 
 
Ed Flesch:  He did not bring his reading glasses and asked Chairperson HIllebrand to read 
the statement he provided.  Chairperson Hillebrand read said statement, which referenced a 
CDA meeting in July where extension of the Riverwalk behind Main Street businesses was 
mentioned.  Mr. Flesch was not in favor of a walk behind the businesses downtown. 
 
Zach Grinnell:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Mike Tretow:  He opposed private land being taken for the project.  The berm was built as it 
was seen as the best option after many were given.  He stated promises have been made 
and not all of them have been kept.  The dam needs to be fixed, invest in the park after 
erecting a $300,000 bathroom.  The sewer plant was built with the promise of new 
development paying for it, yet that didn’t happen. He feels the village has their priorities 
upside down. He said that the trustees should fix the stuff first before chasing other 
rainbows east or west of the river.   
 
Paul Furseth:  No longer wished to comment. 
 
Christine Shiroma:  She is a new resident and stated she doesn’t know the past history of 
some of the things.  She stated she thinks the Riverwalk could bring in more businesses and 
people to the community.  It would bring in opportunities to compete with other communities.  



Don’t know if $14,000 is reasonable but it may need to be done.  Without knowing a plan 
stresses people out.  She pointed out again that Riverwalks do bring people to town.   
 
Tim Stadelman:  He stated he was on the CDA board when the recommendation was made 
to the village for the $14,000 for the study by JSD.  The role of this was to provide the 
beginning of a conversation and thought the money was a reasonable amount.  This can be 
done in multiple phases.  There should be many people involved.  He supports the 
investment behind the businesses.  There should be a review of other places to see how to 
add value to the downtown area.  He believes it is worth spending the time and money to 
see what can be done.  The village should continue what was started (with the walk under 
HWY 69).  This should start the discussion and not end it.   
 
Chuck Talbot:  He is a property owner on Main St.  He was taken aback at the lack of 
transparency.  He stated there was no plan, but the trustees want to do something.  It 
seems like there was some talking going on.  He stated he bought waterfront property for a 
reason.  He’s concerned about compensation to the resident for losing the water property.  
He thinks everyone should vote.  He is concerned how this trail got this far and now asking 
what the community thinks.  He believes the community should have been asked before this 
point.   
 
Dave Eustice:  He is glad this meeting is being conducted. He’s heard good comments this 
evening.  He reviewed the village master plan.  The trustees are following that plan.  He 
stated there needs to industry in the village first and it might not be smoke stacks.  It could 
be IT or something else.  He thinks the community should support the downtown area.  The 
trustees need to review the master plan. 
 
Terry Kringle:  Had nothing to add other than what was already said. 
 
Will McClung:  He lives on North Shore Dr.  He stated his family moved to Belleville six 
years ago because the property they purchased had a slice of nature in their back yard.  He 
is against a trail coming through his back yard.  He pointed out there was a lack of 
information from the village about what’s going on.  He stated the priorities seem a little 
lopsided – fix the dam, provide new drainage for the east side residents, rejuvenate the 
downtown area, etc.  The pool and berm didn’t go through private property.    
 
Carrie McClung:  She stated she is against the trail going through their backyard.  They 
chose to be in Belleville instead of other area locations due to the property.  She is 
concerned about the piers on their property.  They already have people using their pier.  
With the trail going through their yard, they will have more people using their property.  She 
implored other residents to think about how they would feel about being asked to let people 
walk through their property.  She doesn’t think it will bring more people to town.  She also 
asked what was going on with the old police department.  She said there are other projects 
that should be first such as the Main St/downtown area, old school building, Depot, etc.  She 
likes to walk the trails.  She believes the village should grow without taking over people’s 
property.    
 
Lee Stock:  He purchased his property for privacy.  He asked about DNR permits, which 
cost a lot of money.  He asked what happens to the existing landscape installed by the 
property owner.  He asked about the boat launch at the end of North Shore Dr., which is a 
dead end.  He asked for bigger print of the minutes in the newspaper, so people knew what 
was going on. 
 
Lisa Korth (returned):  She asked why Montrose residents were not included.  She realized 
they were not Village of Belleville residents, but they would be affected also.  She thinks 
they should have been included. 
 



Chairperson Hillebrand provided clarification on the Boy Scout Camp/trail.  That property 
is stewardship land and thus has many restrictions.  There shall be no paving and it shall 
remain natural.  He addressed the DNR permits.  The trustees won’t know what, if any, DNR 
permits are needed until an engineer looks at it and makes recommendations.  There are 
many ideas.  We just don’t know what will happen. 
 

6. Visitors who would like to speak on an agenda item:  Visitors already spoke on the item. 
 
7. Discussion about possible future expansion of the Village Recreational Trail Network  
 

Chairperson Hillebrand then began the discussion portion of the meeting. He thanked 
everyone for coming to the meeting as they are a part of this.  He stated there are options 
out there.  Some were mentioned tonight.  Others have been mentioned previously.  He 
listed a few of the options:  go from the berm to the east end of town to connect with Fahey 
Bridge on Remy Rd; Cross the river by the Boy Scout Camp toward the village property and 
connect to the clinic/west side of the village; a walkway behind the businesses on Main St; 
and don’t do anything.  The trustees wanted a study to see what options are possible.  The 
economic feasibility needs to be reviewed. There were many ideas from people this 
evening. 
 
Carrie McClung:  Asked if there would be a list provided so the residents could obtain more 
information and possibly rank them.  She is concerned once the meeting is done that the 
trustees will do something without the residents’ input. 
 
The trustees had a discussion on the information/comments provided by the visitors. 
 
Terry Kringle:  He was against spending $14,000 for the initial proposal as it was too 
ambiguous.  He provided four suggestions.  He has attended some of the CDA meetings.  
He feels the first order of business is to decide what the purpose of the trail is and then go 
from there with the planning.  He applauded the Village Board for having the meeting.  He 
believes the problem lies in misinformation.   
 
Chairperson Hillebrand:  He suggested persons with ideas should submit them to the 
village either via email message or in writing.  He suggested the written ideas could be 
provided to the clerk, left at the village hall, dropped off at the village hall night deposit, etc.  
Persons can also talk with Administrator Wilson.  He expressed that neither he, nor other 
trustees, were interested in taking residents’ property.  The CDA (Community Development 
Authority) has a purpose of looking at ways to develop the community. 
 
Trustee Parkin:  He expressed his appreciation for people attending.  He asked the people 
to speak out.  He also mentioned that the Public Works has a comprehensive plan and 
urged people to review that. 

 
Lindsay from Beautify Downtown Belleville:  She explained a little about the 
organization.  It is founded by like-minded people that want to make the downtown area 
beautiful.  They don’t receive any funding from anyone.  They support downtown businesses 
although they don’t have all the business owner information and are working on that.  They 
attempted to make contacts with businesses and provide resource information.  They are 
volunteer and have no contracts with the Village of Belleville.  This is a community run 
initiative and are working towards obtaining a 501(c)3 status.  She also mentioned she is the 
vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Christina Shiroma:  She asked if anyone had inquired or researched national grants.  
Trustee Parkin stated the CDA had and it was a very intense/complicated process.  Ms. 
Shiroma stated she has a contact that may be of assistance.  She was encouraged to 
connect with Administrator Wilson to work on this. 



Trustee Yurs:    Thanked everyone for coming tonight.  When people attend meetings and 
voice their opinions/concerns/comments, it makes it easier to represent the citizens.  He 
realized most people are against a trail in their backyard.  He would be interested in 
exploring the parameters in developing the area and staying away from private property.  He 
would like a trail to be user friendly and accessible to families. 
 
Ginna Schenk:  She expressed the trustees look at priorities versus wants.  The trustees 
should take care of what’s broken now before going with new stuff.  What about not having 
EMTs Monday through Friday? 
 
Chairperson Hillebrand responded to the EMT question.  He stated the Fire and EMS 
District approved hiring a Director and LTEs and is looking into that right now.  It is in 
process.  He also strongly encouraged people to submit their suggestions to the village in 
writing by email message, letter, etc.  These suggestions or ideas can be either for or 
against.  The engineer attended this meeting should anyone have questions for him.  The 
trustees are working on repairing the dam.  They need to look out for the best interest of the 
citizens of the village.  They are looking at options.  Finally, if you have questions, please 
ask.  Misinformation is devastating. 
 
Herb Blaser:  He stated the only way to get things going is to take care of the water 
problems. 
 
Judy Bacha:  Asked that the minutes published in the paper include more information. 
 
Debi Buol:  Stated all ideas matter.  There needs to be more community involvement.  More 
people need to attend the activities provided in town.  There need to be more people 
attending meetings. 
 
Luane Blaser: Asked about the status of the dam.  Administrator Wilson provided a 
review of that.  He stated it will cost more than $800,000 to fix it.  If the Village of Belleville 
receives a grant from FEMA, it is anticipated FEMA will cover approximately 80% of the 
cost.  If we do not receive the grant, we are responsible for the entire cost.  MSA Kevin Lord 
stated there are other grants available and would hope the dam is fixed soon.  An audience 
member asked what was wrong.  Administrator Wilson stated there are holes in the dam 
allowing water to run through them.  They need to be fixed.  There is a concrete slurry that is 
used to seal it.  There are also preventative things that can be done.   
 
Unidentified Person in the audience mentioned there is a hole in the ground near the dam 
that is a safety hazard and is concerned about it.  Chairperson Hillebrand stated they 
would ask the public works director to investigate this issue. 
 
Chairperson Hillebrand once again thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He 
encouraged attendees to submit their ideas to trustees. 
 
8. Adjournment   

 
Trustee Salmela made a motion to adjourn. Trustee Yurs seconded.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
President Hillebrand adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 

 
-Teresa Pelton 
 
These minutes were approved by the Belleville Board of Trustees on November 4, 2019. 
 


	MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019, AT 6:00 P.M.,
	MINUTES OF VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019, AT 6:00 P.M.,
	VILLAGE HALL – 24 WEST MAIN STREET
	VILLAGE HALL – 24 WEST MAIN STREET
	MINUTES
	MINUTES

